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Your class
can enter the

TEAM HELLBENDER CHALLENGETEAM HELLBENDER CHALLENGE
and win fabulous prizes!!!

Visit
www.crawfordconservation.com

for more information.
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How do you make a cow happy?  Fence it out of a stream!  Studies show that fencing 

cattle out of streams not only makes the stream healthier, but makes the cattle healthier 
and more productive.  Cows that are confined to muddy streamside areas are more prone 
to hoof and udder problems, which means instead of producing milk they are fighting off 

disease.  Fencing cows out of streams is not only good for the environment, it is also makes 
good economic sense for our farmers!

What does streambank fencing do?

Lower vet bills:  Cattle that are fenced 
out of streams have a lower chance of 
developing diseases like environmental 
mastitis, Johne’s, and hoof rot.

2.

Repairs riparian areas:  By fencing 
cattle out of riparian areas native 
vegetation can have a chance to 
grow back and provide protection for 
our streambanks and water quality.

4.
Improve milk quality and production:  
Mastitis is the single most costly disease 
to the dairy industry: milk production 
decreases, milk quality decreases, 
treatment costs are incurred, lactations 
are sometimes cut short, and some 
infections can even be deadly.

3.

Protects streams from erosion problems:  
Heavy cows walking in and out of the 
stream tear up streambanks easily.  By 
fencing cattle out of streams we can 
protect streambanks from erosion.
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Information contained in this article is adapted from an article by Helen Aceto, Ph.D., V.M.D., University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine Center for Animal 
Health and Productivity. Brought to you by the Erie & Crawford County Conservation District.


